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September 11 
!

Webquest Activity



Name: ___________________________________	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Date: _______	!
September 11th, 2001 Webquest	

	 	
	 To learn about, or review, the tragic events of September 11, 2001, you will visit the provided website 
individually or with a partner and answer the following questions.  If possible, you will also be able to listen to 
audio recordings from that day and will be asked to reflect upon what you heard.   	!
Websites	
http://www.history.com/topics/9-11-attacks	 !

Questions  !
1.  Where was America attacked on 9/11?	
	 	
	 a.	!!!
	 b.	!!
	 	
	 c.	!!!
2.  Who was president when the attacks happened?	!!!!!
3.  Drawing from the text AND making inferences, how did these attacks change America from that day through 
the present?	!!!!!!!!!
4.  Explain the alleged reasons the attacks were planned.     	!!!!!!
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5.  How were the passengers on United Flight 93 able to organize and fight back against the terrorists?	!!!!!!!
6.  Describe the kind of people you think those passengers were.	!!!!!!!
7.  In Bush’s address to the American people he said, “Terrorist attacks can shake the foundations of our biggest 
buildings, but they cannot touch the foundation of America. These acts shatter steel, but they cannot dent the 
steel of American resolve.” Explain what that means/implies in your own words.	!!!!!!!!!!!!
8.  What was Operation Enduring Freedom?  Why do you think that was the code name chosen for the 
operation?	!!!!!!!
9.  Do you think America has recovered from the events of 9/11, why or why not?  If not, what will it take to 
recover?	!!!!!!!!
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10.  There are a variety of points of view on having rebuilt at ground zero.  What are YOUR pros and cons for 
building a new tower?  Describe the message the rebuilding could send to the following groups of people: 	
	 a) survivors	 	 	 b) the families of those lost	
	 c) NYC	 	 	 d) America	
	 e) Al Qaeda	 	 	 f) another country/group of people around the world of your choosing	!!!!!!!!!!!!!
11.  When people think of the attacks at Pearl Harbor, they tend to refer to it as “Pearl Harbor” or “the day of 
infamy” rather than the date on which the attacks occurred, however, the terrorist attacks of September 11th are 
typically referred to simply as “9/11” rather than “New York/DC/Pennsylvania” or “3,000+ casualties” or 
something similar.  Why do you think there is a difference in how each is remembered/referred to?	!!!!!!!!!!!!
12.  Explain the the role played by 24/7 news on the impact/effect of 9/11.  How did continuous access to 
images, videos, and reports affect the American people?  Should this have been covered in such a manner, why 
or why not? Discuss any similarities and differences between the American people’s reaction to Pearl Harbor 
and 9/11 (without and with constant news and information).	!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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13.  You have never known an America (or a life) without the War on Terror, without soldiers coming and going 
from the Middle East, without being aware that the potential for more attacks could be a possibility again, 
without adults and the government being “on guard.”  Would you rather have been born in the early 90s and 
earlier and have a plethora of pre and post 9/11 memories, or have been so young when 9/11 happened (or born 
after it) that you can not mourn a life that no longer exists?  Fully explain your answer.	!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

Audio Portion	!
	 Time and technology permitting, you will visit the following website and select some of the audio clips 
to listen to.    	!
http://www.history.com/topics/9-11-attacks/speeches (scroll to the bottom for a variety of clips)	!
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2011/09/08/nyregion/911-tapes.html?_r=0 (this allows you to both listen to 
the audio clips or read transcripts of them)	!
	 On the back or on a separate piece of paper, respond to the following prompts after listening to a 
selection of clips from the above websites:	!
1.  Do the audio clips provide new insight on the knowledge you have of 9/11, why and how or why not?	!
2.  What emotions do you feel listen to the variety of clips (flight attendants, air traffic controllers, those who 
were hijacked, etc)?	!
3.  Describe what you think the air traffic controllers went through that day based on what you heard/read.  	!
4.  Should these clips and transcripts remain available to the general public, why or why not?	!
5.  Do you think there are lessons to be learned from these events, if so what are they and if not why not?  	!!!
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Answers should be along the lines of	!
1.  World Trade Center, Pentagon, another hijacked flight which crashed in PA	
2.  Bush	
3.  now fighting war on terror (versus against a country), showed America was not immune to attack, could be 
penetrated, etc, action had to be taken to defend ourselves	
4.  US involvement in Middle East/Gulf War, support of Israel	
5.  flight was delayed so via cell phones/talking to family they knew what was going on…relatively small group 
on plane (45) easier to communicate and stay on same page	
6.  answers will vary	
7.  answers will vary	
8.  the operation/effort to destroy Taliban….answers will vary	
9-13.    answers will vary	!
Audio clip answers will vary	!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
Before picture is in the public domain and is credited to: Photographs in the Carol M. Highsmith Archive, Library of Congress, Prints and Photographs Division.
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Thank you for your purchase and support! 
!

Please consider leaving feedback on this resource  
to get TpT Credits towards future purchases.

“Follow me” to find out 
when I post new resources 

and am having a sale!

If you notice a typo, or want 
clarification on a resource, 
please contact me via my 

Q&A before leaving feedback.

Need a Bundle?  Click 
HERE!

Need an activity that you 
can use for any topic?  

Click HERE

This item is a paid digital 
download from my  
TpT store https://

www.teacherspayteacher
s.com/Store/Stephanies-

History-Store. 
As such, it is for use 

in one classroom only

TERMS OF USE

Violations are subject to the penalties of the  
Digital Millennium Copyright Act, 

stephanieshistorystore@gmail.com 

This item is also bound by copyright laws and redistributing, 
editing, selling, or posting this item (or any part 

thereof) on the Internet are all strictly 
prohibited, including sites like Amazon 
Inspire or public class websites/blogs

All images are from public domain. This 
includes images taken by employees of 

various US Government agencies; 	
images published prior to 1923; or 	
images that have otherwise been	

 released to public domain.

Visit 
stephanieshistorystore.com 

for teaching ideas  
and stories about  
teaching historyCopyright Stephanie’s History Store 2016
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